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1888 Excerpt: ...in the distal end of the
canal. It is common to find the free end of
the appendix greatly enlarged and
distended from this cause. Moreover, the
tube when acutely bent upon itself may be
found ulcerated at the seat of flexion, and it
is easy to understand that that ulceration
may lead to a more widely-spread
inflammation. In the majority of cases the
vermiform process lies behind the end of
the 1 Matterstock, loc. cit. With, loc. cit.
ileum, pointing towards the spleen, but
from disease or from simple anatomical
changes in its mesentery it may be found
lying in all possible positions. Its posture
with reference to the general cavity of the
abdomen is, of course, mainly dependent
upon the mobility of the caecum. With
remarkable frequency the appendix is
found to have contracted adhesions to
neighbouring points of the peritoneum, a
condition that may lead to other and more
serious troubles than typhlitis. These are
some of the anatomical conditions in the
appendix that may lead to typhlitis, but a
still commoner cause of the trouble
remains. The muscular coat of this little
tube is very feebly developed, and this
circumstance, combined with its position
and its arrangement as a culde-sac, greatly
favours the accumulation of matters in its
lumen. These take the form occasionally of
foreign bodies derived from the food, but
more frequently consist of inspissated
faeces. Fitz,1 in his able monograph on the
appendix, states that more than three fifths
of all cases of perforated appendices are
due to concretions and foreign substances
lodged in the little canal. When the
appendix does become inflamed,
anatomical conditions assist in rendering
that inflammation local. In 18 per cent. of
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all cases I found the process lodged behind
the caecum; and, when in this postur...
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